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Report on Investigation into the Animal Auction  

of Silleda (Galicia, Spain), 18.05.2021 
 

I. General information 

Location:  36546 Silleda, Pontevedra, Galicia, Spain 

Market organisation: The auction takes places every Tuesday. Only bovine animals are sold. There 
is one hall for unweaned calves and one for elder calves and adult cattle (mainly ‘dairy cull’ cows). The 
calves are kept in pens while the adult cattle are tied in lines.  
 

The arrival and unloading of the animals start already the day before from Monday afternoon until 
2am of Tuesday morning.  

Number of animals present at the market (estimated): 

▪ 180-200 ‘cull’ cows (mainly Friesian and local breeds, e.g. Rubia Gallega) 
▪ Around 550 calves (many Friesian or crossbreeds, e.g. of Blue Belgian-Friesian) 
▪ 40-50 young bulls (mainly local meat breeds, like Rubia Gallega) 
▪ Few adult bulls (local meat breeds, in the area of the ‘cull’ cows) 

 
 

II. Main animal welfare concerns 
 

A) Condition of ‘cull’ cows:  

In general, many ‘cull’ cows appear in poor condition, neglected and malnourished.  

▪ At least a third of the cows have a low body condition score (BCS 1-2).  
▪ However, there are also min. three obese cows with BCS of at least 4.  
▪ Some animals show an arched back when standing. As the animals are tied to railings 

and thus not in motion, it is not possible to assess their lameness score.  
▪ At least ten animals show swellings of the carpal (Bursitis praecarpalis) and/or tarsal 

joints (Bursitis tarsalis lateralis).  
▪ Some cows have overgrown claws.  
▪ Some cows are dirty (cleanliness score 1-2). 
▪ Some cows have full udder, some are losing milk.  
▪ Cow Manda, ES 02 11 0998 3510 (auction no. 148/ no picture available): she is a ‘dairy’ 

cow of Friesian breed, sold for slaughter. When standing, she shows clear signs of severe 
pain in her hind legs. Her back is severely arched. When the veterinarian applies light 
pressure to the back muscles on both sides of her spine, she moves downwards and 
shows signs of pain. Her body condition is low, BCS <2. After the veterinary inspection, 
she is suspended from the auction. According to the information received, she will be 
brought to the nearby slaughterhouse Bandeira. The veterinarian gave instructions to the 
driver to put extra bedding inside the vehicle and to load her carefully. Despite her poor 
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condition, she is not transported earlier to the slaughterhouse but has to wait for the end 
of the auction. 
 

Empiric examples: (N.B.: The list is not exhaustive.) 

1) Cow Yesenia, ES 06 11 006x 4891 (auction no. 129)  

She is extremely emaciated with BCS < 1. Still, milk is dripping from her udder. She seems 
exhausted, neglected and in very poor condition. Her tarsal joint on the right hind leg is laterally 
moderately swollen to the size of an apple (Bursitis tarsalis lateralis, see red arrow). She is very 
dirty up to her legs, belly, udder, tail and back (cleanliness score 2). The veterinary inspection 
results in the suspension of the cow from the auction.  
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2) Cow Alejandra, Spanish eartag (auction no. 130)  

Also, the cow next to Yesenia is extremely emaciated, with BCS 1. She is in neglected condition, 
with her legs, back, udder and belly being dirty with old, encrusted mud (cleanliness score 2). Her 
udder is clearly filled with milk which is dripping out. She is lying most of the time, but when 
standing she arches her back and keeps her head down. Her facial expression indicates pain. 
According to our information, the veterinarians suspended her from the auction, too.  

  

 

3) Cow Mirella, LU 89938 0844:  

She is very thin and emaciated (BCS <1) with her rips and pelvis bones significantly protruding. 
She has deeply sunken flanks.   
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4) Cow Alberta, ES 04 11 1066 0660 

She is very thin (BCS <1). Her spine clearly protrudes and gives evidence of a pathological 
curvature. Her flanks are deeply sunken.  

 

 

5) Cow Candela, ES 09 11 0755 7822 (auction no. 78 or 79) 

She is thin for a local ‘meat’ breed (BCS 1-2). Her udder is filled. Her teats are swollen and partly 
red and black in colour. It could be indicating mastitis with incipient necrosis. At 11:37 am bloody 
fluid can be seen on the ground behind her, probably urine. Her claws are very long. 
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6) Cow Duena, ES 07 11 0988 2528  

Her right horn is broken and bleeding freshly from the wound. She is very thin (BSC 1) and dirty 
(cleanliness score 1-2). Her udder is filled with milk.    

  

 

7) Cow Maria, ES 06 11 0803 7208 (auction no. 40) 

She is very dirty up to her legs, belly, udder and back (cleanliness score 2). She has overgrown 
claws with a wide inter-claw gap and brittle quality of the horn at her forelegs. She stands very 
painful on both front legs. Laminitis can also be considered as a differential diagnosis. She is 
overweight for her Friesian breed (BCS 4-5). During our observation she was lying most of the 
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time; according to our information, the inspection of the veterinarians results in the order that she 
is only allowed to be transported within Galicia.  

   

  

 

8) Cow Filia, ES 01 11 1108 7117 (auction no. 32) 

She has deeply sunken flanks and is very thin (BCS 1). Her coat on the hind legs is sticky with 
excrements (cleanliness score 1). According to information received on-site, she is from the 
mountains where she was kept outside. Suspicion to paratuberculosis, following the veterinary 
inspection. She is suspended from the auction by veterinary order according to our information. 
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9) Cow Jimena, ES 01 11 0925 8211 (auction no. 31) 

She has a very bad posture/deformation: both front legs (elbow joint on both sides) are turned 
outside. Her both hint legs have severely swollen tarsal joints of the size of min. an orange. For 
her Friesian breed she is overweighted (BCS 4-5). Her udder, hind legs, parts of the belly and tail 
are dirty (cleanliness score 1).  
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10) Cow Imelda, ES 08 11 0955 4788   

She has deeply sunken flanks and is very thin, BCS 1.  

 

 

11) Cow Perla, ES 03 03 0737 0842 

She is thin (BCS 1-2) and seems exhausted. She is lying down with a facial expression indicating 
pain.  
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12) Cow Ramona, ES 03 11 0905 7458   

She has deeply sunken flanks and is very thin, BCS 1.  

  

 

13)  Cow Alma, ES 06 11 0991 6311 (auction no. 18)  

She is thin (BCS <1.5) and has skin abrasions on her ischium and tail bone. Her facial expression 
indicates pain, and she lies down with her back heavily arched and her head stretched forward. In 
general, her coat is dirty (cleanliness score 1) and she appears neglected.  
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14) Cow Chiquita, ES 03 03 xxxx 9727 (auction no. 91)  

She is very thin (BCS 1). It is suspected that she has paratuberculosis. Her hind legs and the area 
of the anus are smeared with excrement (cleanliness score 1).  

   

 

15) Cow Esmeralda, ES 07 11 1202 2187 (auction no. 92) 

At least 70 % of the small udder are covered with delimitable and encrusted tissue proliferations 
(each proliferation of the size of a fingernail). The teats are difficult to see as they are covered by 
the proliferations. Suspicion that they were caused by papilloma viruses. The cow is dirty on her 
belly and back (cleanliness score 1).  
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16) Cow Brenda, ES 01 11 0979 2258 (auction no. 41) 

She has moderately swollen carpal joints (Bursitis praecarpalis) in both front legs. Her right 
tarsal joint is moderately swollen, and her left tarsal joint is severely swollen to the size of a 
grapefruit on the lateral side (Bursitis tarsalis lateralis).  
 

  
 
  
17)  Cow Osana, ES 08 11 11 59 7442  

She is very thin and has sunken flanks (BCS 1). Her udder is filled, and milk is dripping out.  

  

 

18)  Cow Monica, ES 07 11 0733 4674 (auction no. 201)  

She has extremely sunken flanks, but BCS 2-3, indicating that her rumen is empty and that she 
has not eaten for prolonged period of time. According to our information, the veterinarians noted 
her condition down.  
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19)  Cow Esme, ES 02 11 1135 6367  

She is thin (BCS 1-2). She has mucous yellow-white coloured vaginal discharge (see red circle). 
Her udder is filled. 

  

 

20)  Cow Denise, ES 07 11 1067 7964 (auction no. 212) 

She is thin (BCS <2) and appears in neglected condition. Her claws are extremely long. On the 
front legs, the inner claws grow over the outer claws. She is covered by old, encrusted dirt up to 
the hind legs and back (cleanliness score 2).  
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21) Cow Kemina, ES 03 11 1158 3361 (auction no. 81) 

She lies clamped under the bars. Alone, she cannot pull her head back to be able to stand up. She 
has some trouble as there is no space and she seems exhausted. Lying on the cement floor with 
insufficient bedding has likely caused skin abrasions on her carpal joints, which have been treated 
with blue spray after informing the veterinarian. She is only standing up unwillingly. Also, her 
facial expression indicates pain.  
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22)  Cow Pepita, ES 02 11 1079 4623 

She has sunken flanks and is thin (BCS 1-2). 

 

 

23)  Cow Sancia, ES xx 11 xxxx 8006 

She has sunken flanks and is thin (BCS 1-2).  

 

 

24)  Cow Nelli, Spanish eartag (auction no. 134) 

A puddle of milk is on the floor. Obviously, she is losing it from her udder. She is tied too short to 
lie down comfortably. Her facial expression indicates pain. 
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B) Condition of bulls for fattening/slaughter 

Empiric examples: 

1) Bull Arian, ES xx 11 0912 1053 (auction no. 209) 

He seems very exhausted and lies down, partly stretched in lateral position. His claws are long.  
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2) Bull Carlos, ES 03 11 1270 0855 (pen area of elder calves) 

Young bull calf (probably Friesian crossbreed) with severely deformed claws: on his right hind leg 
the inner claw is missing. His foot is tilted inwards because of the missing claw. His front claws 
are overgrown, and the inner and outer claw overlap each other. He is not able to bear weight 
evenly on all four legs. His back is arched when standing and moving (lameness score 3-4). 

 

 

C) Condition of unweaned calves  

General impression:  

▪ Most calves are unweaned calves that are sold on the market. The calves are male and at 
minimum 14-15 days old to be allowed to participate at the auction. In at minimum three 
calves, the dry umbilical cord can still be seen at the umbilicus.  

▪ Several calves are thin and show clearly signs of hunger.  
▪ Many calves bleat loudly and walk around restlessly in the pens. 
▪ Some calves are lying down, relaxed. 
▪ Some calves lie down in a curled position. This is a sign of exhaustion. 
▪ A few calves try to jump on the backs of others. 
▪ Many calves lick each other so that some calves have a wet belly.  
▪ A few calves try to eat the sawdust but spit it out again. 
▪ At least ten calves are clearly smaller than the others. Some are weak and very thin with 

sunken flanks. Some calves seem to stand unstably on their legs and stagger when 
walking. 

▪ Some have alopecia in the area of the anus and on the hind legs. 
▪ Some have a sticky anus area and excrement on the hind legs. 
▪ At least five calves show yellow-green mucous nasal discharge. 
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▪ Of these, at least two calves have an increased respiratory rate and are breathing 
abdominal pronounced. 

▪ At least one calf coughs.  
▪ At least two calves have a proliferation of the size of a golf ball in the area of the lower 

mandible on the left side. It is probably an abscess coming from the teeth. 
▪ At least two calves have a hernia umbilicalis in the size of a golf ball.  
▪ One calf, who appears to be slightly larger than the others, shows a stiff gait. 

 
The very young and thin calf Pedro is suspended from the auction after the 
veterinary inspection. By veterinary order, the market staff provides him with feed. 

 

D) Animal accommodation 

Bedding:  

The unweaned calves are provided with shredded straw bedding. In some pens, the quantity of 
bedding seems not sufficient to ensure that the calves can rest on soft ground.  

The adult bovines and ‘cull’ cows are only provided with a very thin layer of sawdust. The quantity 
is not sufficient to ensure proper absorption of urine and faeces and to enable the animals to rest 
on soft and dry ground.  

Watering facilities: 

The pens (calves) and railings (adult bovines) are equipped with water troughs. Repeatedly, it is 
observed that the market staff checks or cleans the water troughs.  

There is access to warm water in order to be able to prepare the feed for the unweaned calves. 
According to our information, each market user is responsible for providing his animals with feed 
on his own.  

Available space: 

According to our information, the space in each calf pen is limited to max. 5 animals. In general, 
the density inside the pens seems appropriate so that each animal could lie down and rest at the 
same time. 
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Concerning the available space for the adult bovines, all of them are tied in lines by a metal chain 
around the neck. The animals have no possibility to walk or move around, and in many cases the 
chain seems to be too short for the animals to be able to lie down comfortably.  

 

E) Handling  

Please note: The team of Anda and Animals’ Angels did only observe few examples of loading 
operations but did by far not observe the loading of all animals. Thus, our observations can only give 
an impression but no general description of the actual loading situation.    

The use of electric prods is not observed during our visit. Unfortunately, still violent handling 
practices such as hitting the animals with wooden sticks into their faces, tail twisting or kicking 
into sensitive parts of the body are observed. 

Empiric examples: 

▪ During the loading on truck with license plate 6339 CMP: several workers hit the animals 
with wooden sticks into their faces or kick them with the feed into the hind legs. 

 
▪ During loading, e.g. on the trucks with license plates 2560 DXH and PO 1594 BN 

respectively: some calves are hit with a wooden stick on the hindquarters and 
occasionally on the side of their faces. Some calves are pulled by the tail, turning the tail 
upwards.  

 

F) Veterinary inspection 

At the market, a team of official veterinarians is present and carries out thorough checks of 
the animals, including animal identification, single-animal inspection on general health and 
welfare aspects. They also evaluate the fitness of each animal for transport.  

During our visit, the veterinarians intervene repeatedly in case of sick and weak animals. They 
give e.g. instructions to the market staff1, auction users or drivers.  

In several cases, the veterinarians give order to suspend animals in poor conditions from the 
auction. According to our information, a report is drawn up against the person in charge of 
the animals in these cases.  

Additionally, in several cases the veterinarians restrict the transport of some animals to the 
region of Galicia as the animals are not fit enough to travel on longer transports.  

During the loading, the veterinarians show presence and intervene in several cases.  

 

 
1 E.g. several times, the market staff is requested to bring more bedding material in case of lame animals or to 
provide very young calves with feed.  
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III. Recommendations to the competent authorities 

Anda and Animals’ Angels recommend to:  

▪ Increase the amount of bedding material (straw), especially in the area of adult 
bovines/’cull’ cows. The use of straw bedding is recommended. Particularly ‘cull’ cows are 
very vulnerable animals, often suffering from lameness and pain, need the possibility to 
lie down on soft and comfortable ground.  

▪ Reduce the waiting time of the animals at the market. According to our information, it is 
allowed to bring the animals already from Monday afternoon, even though the auction 
only starts on Tuesday morning. In the case of adult bovines, this would mean that the 
animals are tied on a chain for more than half a day – without proper bedding. Also, the 
question arises concerning the feeding during the market stay.  

▪ Check and ensure that the animals are regularly fed by their owners, especially during 
prolonged stays at the market. During our visit, we observe many animals (calves and 
adult bovines) with deeply sunken flanks. In the area of adult bovines, we do not find any 
indications that the animals have been fed (e.g. no leftovers of hay or grains).  

 

Concerning the poor conditions of the ‘cull’ cows, Anda and Animals’ Angels recommend to 
euthanize cows who are suspended from the auction due to their severely compromised welfare 
state, or at least to immediately transport them to the nearest slaughterhouse. During our visit, 
we observe, however, that these poor animals have to wait until the end of the auction - regardless 
the fact that they have been excluded from it.  

  


